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Charts/Airspace 



Aeronautical Charts 

Charts provide information which allows pilots 
to track their position and provides information 
which enhances safety. 
 

ÁAirport Data 

ÁNavigation Aids 

ÁAirspace 

ÁTopography 
 

  And much more! 

 



Types of VFR Charts  

Sectional  
 

ÁMost common 
 

ÁScale of 1:500,000 (1 inch = 6.86 Nautical 
miles (NM) or approximately 8 statute miles 
(SM). 
 

ÁThis allows for detailed information 
 

ÁUpdated semiannually 

 



Types of Charts 

Terminal Area Charts (TAC) 
 

ÁUsed for flying in or near Class B airspace 
 

ÁScale of 1:250,000 (1 inch = 3.43 NM or 
approximately 4 SM) 
 

ÁTransition routes 
 

ÁUpdated semi-annually 

 



Types of Charts 

VFR Flyway Planning Charts 
 

ÁOn the back of the TAC 

ÁHelp VFR pilots avoid major traffic flows 

ÁDepicts routing throughout the busy area 

ÁGround references for  improved visual 
navigation 

ÁDesigned solely for planning purposes ςnot 
navigation! 

 

 

 



Types of Charts 

World Aeronautical Charts (WAC) 
 

ÁDesigned to cover a larger area 
 

ÁLess detail than a sectional 
 

ÁFast moving airplanes use them 
 

ÁScale of 1:1,000,000 (1 inch = 13.7 NM or 
approximately 16 SM) 
 

ÁUpdated annually 

 



Airport Facility Directory 

Use in conjunction with charts 
 

ÁAirport information 

ÁPhone numbers 

ÁVFR waypoints 

ÁLAHSO 

ÁAirport diagrams for selected towered airports 

 

 



 

Legends 



Aeronautical Charts 

 

ÁUsing obsolete charts is dangerous 

 

ÁInformation changes rapidly 

 

ÁFDC NOTAMs ς reflect changes 

 



Aeronautical Charts 

 

 

Bands of colors range from light 
green at sea level to dark brown  

for higher elevations. 

 



Aeronautical Charts 
 



Aeronautical Charts 

Obstructions  on Sectional and TAC 

 

ÁGenerally - нллΩ !D[ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜŘ 

 

ÁhōƧŜŎǘǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ нллΩ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ 
considered a hazard very near an airport 

  

Examples - smoke stacks, tanks, antennas 

 



Aeronautical Charts 

Obstructions on WAC 

 
 

hƴƭȅ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜǎ рллΩ !D[ 

  or higher are charted 

 



Aeronautical Charts 

Maximum Elevation Figure 

 

IƛƎƘŜǎǘ hōǎǘŀŎƭŜ Ҍ оллΩ 

 

 

 



Aeronautical Charts 

Radio Aids to Navigation 

 



Aeronautical Charts 

Public use airports 

 

Blue - Control Tower 

 

Magenta - No Tower 

 



Aeronautical Charts 

Military airports 
 

Some examples: 

 AAF (Army Air Field), AFB (Air Force Base) 

 NAS (Naval Air Station) 

 

 



Aeronautical Charts 

Services Available 
 

Tick marks ς fuel available 

 



Aeronautical Charts 

Rotating Beacon 

 

Is there one (chart)  
 

Where is it located on airport (AFD) 

 



Aeronautical Charts 
 

Airport Information 


